
Glendal Primary School 
Mobile Phone Student Use Policy 

 
 
Rationale: 
The mobile phone is an effective and quick means of communication.  It is defined as a telephone or watch with 
access to a cellular (telecommunication) system, with or without a physical connection to a network.  Where 
unforeseen events occur, mobile phones provide students and their families with a ready means of communication.  
There is a need, however, to set clear guidelines and limit their use during the school day, in particular, to avoid 
unnecessary interference with teaching and learning and to protect the privacy and wellbeing of others.  
 
Whilst we live in a technology-rich world where mobile phones are an important communication tool, research has 
found that mobile phones can be disruptive in classrooms and open to misuse at school.  The unregulated presence 
of mobile phones in classrooms can undermine students’ capacity to think, learn, remember, pay attention and 
regulate emotion. 
 
At recess and lunchtime, opportunities for students to communicate with each other face-to-face or be involved in 
physical activity are also valued, rather than students being focused on a mobile phone, particularly when they are 
using it to engage with social media. 
 
Technology is increasingly affecting how students learn and communicate.  Therefore, when a student has been 
given explicit permission to access and use such devices to enhance learning by the classroom teacher, mobile 
phones will be permitted for that specific purpose.  For a small number of students with particular learning, health 
and wellbeing needs, an exception to the policy may also be granted by the Principal (see below). 
 
Please see the Department’s Mobile Phone Policy on which is this policy is based - Mobile Phones Policy Template 
- Updated 7 October 2019.docx 
 
Guidelines: 
In normal circumstances, parents or caregivers wishing to leave messages for their children should do so by 
telephoning the school.  Staff endeavour to ensure that messages are passed on as soon as possible. 
 
Teachers and office staff also assist students who need to contact family or other persons in an emergency.  
 
Implementation: 
 If a parent/guardian believes it is necessary for their child to bring a mobile phone to school, the mobile phone 

will need to be switched off and signed in at the office upon arrival at school.  It will be available to be signed 
out again, after 3:30pm. Mobile phones need to be clearly named and they will be stored in a secure area of the 
school office. 

 Students are not permitted to use a mobile phone at all during the day.  If a student needs to make a telephone 
call during school hours, they must ask permission from the class teacher and a school telephone will be used if 
deemed appropriate.  Any student mobile phone seen or heard during school hours, and not left at the office 
on arrival, will be confiscated.  The school will keep the mobile phone in a secure place and notify the parent(s), 
who must collect it. 

 Students are also not permitted to bring or use mobile phones during school excursions, camps and extra-
curricular activities.  In the case of school camps involving overnight stays, the school does not allow students 
attending to carry mobile phones.  Staff carry mobile phones for emergency purposes. 

 Mobile phones that are found in the school should be handed to the school office.  
 The school accepts no responsibility for replacing lost, stolen or damaged mobile phones. 

 The school accepts no responsibility for students who lose or have their mobile phones stolen while 
travelling to or from school. 

 It is strongly advised that students use passwords/pin numbers to ensure that unauthorised phone calls 
cannot be made on their phones. 

 
  

https://edugate.eduweb.vic.gov.au/edrms/keyprocess/cp/_layouts/15/download.aspx?SourceUrl=/edrms/keyprocess/cp/SchoolPoliciesAttachments/TEMP5lt2y3hitdbk0000/Mobile%20Phones%20Policy%20Template%20-%20Updated%207%20October%202019.docx
https://edugate.eduweb.vic.gov.au/edrms/keyprocess/cp/_layouts/15/download.aspx?SourceUrl=/edrms/keyprocess/cp/SchoolPoliciesAttachments/TEMP5lt2y3hitdbk0000/Mobile%20Phones%20Policy%20Template%20-%20Updated%207%20October%202019.docx


Exceptions: 
Exceptions to this policy can be granted by the Principal if certain conditions are met and these must be 
documented.  These exceptions can be based on learning, health and/or wellbeing needs or be related to managing 
risk when students are offsite, i.e. for excursions, camps and extracurricular activities. 
 
Evaluation: 
Policy ratified 9th December, 2019 at School Council. 


